THE   GREAT  FIRE  OF  LONDON

The task of extinguishing the Fire had been comparatively
straightforward, the problems it created were not. It was
plain that nothing could be done to repair the damage until
provision had been made for the refugees and until public
confidence had been restored. Beyond that, nothing was
certain except the difficulties of the task and the complica-
tions which would be imposed by diminished revenues and by
the war with France and the States General. It was a position
which might have frightened the most sanguine of coun-
cillors, but it was tackled with courage and with immediate
success. For the refugees the King provided tents and the
City permission for temporary building on the open spaces
north of its walls. A series of royal proclamations ordered the
authorities in the neighbouring parishes to provide lodging
for the sick and destitute, and to prevent extortion. Churches,
chapels, schools and public buildings were opened for the
storage of goods. New markets were appointed, in the unburnt
parts of the city and in the villages round it. The magistrates
in the Home Counties received instructions to look to the
forwarding of supplies, and the city Companies and hospitals
commands to look after their poor. More important still,
Charles broke down for the refugees the privileges of the
corporate towns, commanding 'that all Cities and Towns
whatsoever shall without any contradiction receive the said
distressed persons and permit them the free exercise of their
manual trades'.1 The city authorities co-operated loyally,
meeting specially each day to press the work forward, with
the result that, by reason of their joint labours, 'in four
1 Royal Proclamation, September 5th, 1666: (Guildhall Lib., Broadsides 13.34).
How much advantage was taken of this it is impossible to say, but it was not without
effect. Anthony Wood noted that several traders set up in Oxford (The Life and
Times of Anthony Wood, ed. A. Clark (1892), ir, p. 86), and in February 1668 two
confectioners of London who had migrated to Ipswich obtained an order from the
Privy Council instructing the bailiffs of that town to allow them to live and to exercise
their trade there in accordance with the Proclamation: (P.C. Reg, 2/60, p. 284).
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